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NEWS FROM UNCLE NIKOLAUS IN GERMENY

FRANCIE GETS LETTER FROM GRANDMA'S COUSIN IN NEUPAHRN

Some time ago Francie started corresponding with a relative from the
Merica side of the family, Nikolaus Merica, who lives in Neufahrn, Germany.
Recently she recieved a return letter plus some pictures and a copy of a
letter from Edith's father, Theodore Merica, to his brother, Jean, the
father of Nikolaus, The letter, in French, was written in Constantinople in
November, 1920, and sent to Vienna, where Jean resided at that time. Also,
Nikolaus sent two photographs, one recently taken of him in his home, and
another taken in Vienna in 1941, when he was three years old, The October
1991 issue of RFNL contains some additional information on this part of the
family, To clear up any confusion, the father of Nikolaus was named Janos,
in Greek, which translates to Johann in German, Jean in French and in
English would be John, Both pictures are reproduced for this issue. The
family resemblence is easily seen between Jean and Michael Merica, living
here in Vista, The letter to Francie is reproduced as follows,

"Neufahrn, Sept. 20th 1992  Dear Francie, Many thanks for your nice let-

ter, which [ try to answer today. From [sabella Merica I was informed
about you and your big family, but I did not know that you and your
sisters are so pretty ladies, Congratulations to your parents! If I am not

IN THE KITCHEN OF MY APARTMENT IN GERMANY — NIKOLAUS MERICA RFNL0O201

mistaken you are interested in some old letters, which I found and I will
send you a copy of a letter from the year 1920, This letter was written by
your grandfather Theodore to his brother, my father. Also, I found a bill
of the sister of your mother, Xantippe, when she was in Vienna in a board-
ing school, from the year 1922 ( Note - Xantippe married a Jean LeGrain,
and they had two children, a son, Gerard, and a daughter, Francois.
Gerard and his wife were present when Richard and Liz were married,) By
the way, I will send you a picture from my person, on the occasion of my
2 years anniversary of active service in my firm here in Germany.
Another picture is from the year 1341, around fifty years ago, fogether
with my parents, in Vienna. [n about six or seven years I will go back to
Vienna, forever, Now I am only five times & year on business in Vienna,
Besides my visit to Vienna I have been several times to Athens, Teheran,
and Istambul, where I found the old firm on Mr. Theodore Merica, only the
address which you can see on the copy of the letter from you grandfather
to my father, Nowadays there is a German building contractor, I have
never been fo the USA, but possibly I shall go there in some years. My
dear Francie, I think I have written some interesting things to you and in
the meantime [ remain with my best regards to you and your family and
also to your nice parents, Please give my best regards also to your sisters
and brothers families, Yours, Nikolaus"
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THIS PHOTO
WAS TAKEN
IN VIENNA
IN SEPTEM-
BER OF 1941
AND SHOWS
NIKOLAUS
AT THE AGE
OF THREE,
WITH JEAN
AND HIS
MOTHER.
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* BIRTHDAY CRLEBRATIONS

Katy Riel celebrated her Tth (October 6th) recently, and Grandma took her
to the Zoo, Burger King for lunch, and a shopping spree, including Toys R
Us, There was another birthday celebration, and Scott Hartman also turned
T as of the 15th, There was lunch at McDonalds, a movie (Mr, Baseball), a
visit to the Zoo, and finally Toys R Us, for a present. Both Grandma and
Scott had a fun day, and a HAPPY BIRTHDAY T0 KATY AND SCOTT!

November Birthday Calendar

This is the only month of the year when there are no birthdays, so
Grandma can rest up for the holidays. However, there is some news on fu-
ture birthday celebrations. With the kind assistance of Jeff and Carol
Grandma now has a set of clubs for the junior golfer, Those who want to
try out the game now have the option to play the Palms course as a part

of the birthday fun.
LAST MONTHS PUZILR SOLVED

Here are the answers to the 4 match sticks puzzles in the October issue.

L. TIGAG

2 TIC-TAC-TOB

v N
Ay,

X=Xl =1l

There was only one contestant who solved all four puzles, Michelle
Hartman, Five others, Scott, Kristy, David, Jason and Michael solved the
first three, Maybe some of you did not see puzzle 4 on the next page. If
that is so, tough luck, you got fooled!

4. NEW MATH

THIS MONTHS CHALLENGER - BREAKING THE CODR

There is something about the letters shown in the box below that deter-
mines their numerical value, as shown. Can you break the code and then
identify the only remaining letter of the alphabet that would, according to
the system, have the value of 12
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SPORTS NEWS

We have the following from reporter Carol on family news. "Soccer, soccer,
soccer! Carol and Jeff just completed another co-ed (over 30) season with
their 6-tine defending champion team "Sunday Surprise”, going undefeated
and out-scoring the competition 90-24 in 8 games, In one game Sundry
Surprise had to play two players short, with Carol being the only woman
to play. (Normally, you play 3 men/3 women in indoor soccer.) Carol
responded with 8 goals and 16 points in a 17-3 victory,

Dustin’s 7-year old team has not lost since the Ist week of the season.
Coached by Dad, Mom and Jan Norby (a former SDSU standout), the Blue
Blazers are now 5-1-3 in league play. Dustin had the distinction of scoring
4th quarter goals to tie one game and win another in consecutive weeks.
Jason and Jessica continue to shine on their respective competitive teams."

Soccer also is THE GAME at both the Gillingham and Mehan households.
David plays on the Jets team, and Kristy on the Green Geckos. Micheal's
team, the Lightnings, is in second place in the class AA Presidio League.
Michael plays the sweeper position. Megan's team, the Cheetas, will be play-
ing in the San Diegito Cup Tournament in December. Megan plays defense.

[ITERARY ACCOMPLISHMERTS

We have the following from Reporter Birdy. "Curtis wrote this (the follow-
ing) to enter a computer contest, but missed the deadline. He was very
sad, but we, at the Hartman household, are very proud of his efforts. We
think he would have won, and deserves all the fame and fortune."

COMPUTER CONTEST ENTRY - BY CURTIS HARTMAN

"[f I had an opportunity to have my own T.V, Show, I would like to make
it for an audience of children my age. In my show I would be on safari in
Africa in my own custon made 4/4 Jeep. In my Jeep I would have millions
of dollars warth of computers, electronics and video equipment. These com-
puters will not only drive the Jeep but operate the cameras too. This Jeep
would make it so T would not need anyone to help me so I could keep all
the money for myself. Al my shows would be about endangered animals
and their life cycle. I would like to show the viewers on the program what
the endangered animals are, and why they are going to become extinct if
we keep hunting and killing them. Bach show would be one hour long, My
show would be on Channel 10, Out of all the money I make I would like to
give some to the animals so that they could have homes in a 100 acre
reserve,”

Recently we received a nice letter from Michael, which we reprint as fol-
lows. "Dear Grandma and Grandpa, Happy Grandparent's Day! Thank you
for being so nice to my sister and me, I really like the way you take us
places on our birthday. I would also like to thank you for writing the Riel
Family News Letter, The puzsles are very fun to figure out. I'd like to
thank you a whole lot for raising such a great mom for me and Megan,
Thanks agein! Sincerely, Michael R-M"

STAMP COLLECTING, ANYONE?

The letter sent by Nikolaus Merica some nice Austrian stamps, Any kid who
is into stamp collecting can have them by calling Grandpa. First come first
served!

CHRISTMAS PARTY CONTEST NEWS
Several more entries have been received, and they all look like good can-
didates for the top spot. There is still time for your entry, if you haven't
put one in. Also, we will accept as many entries as you wish to make, so if
you have another good idea send it in, and up your chances to walk away
with top honors, Remember, we need all entries by no laer than December
1st, so don't put it off much longer.

#54% THANKSGIVING DAY PAMILY DINNER #+
Our annual Thanksgiving day celebration will be on Thanksgiving Day, as
usual. Bveryone is invited to Grandma's house, and she will cook the
turkey, Bring your own kid's drinks and whatever else you want, Come
about 11:00 in the morning, and we will "play it by ear” from then on.
Lets all celebrate this great day!

LISTY GILLINGHAM ADDRESSES MATHRMATICS COUNCIL MEETING

We learned recently that Listy presented a paper at the recent Palm
Springs meeting of the So. Cal. Section of the California Mathematics Coun-
cil, Her session had an audience of over 150 people, and her subject was
"Mathematics Projects”. Also, see next months issue for another presenta-
tion, by Margaret, at Stanford University.

BLECTION NEWS

The recent elections were not the only ones going on. We had some school
elections, as described by reporter Carol, "Jason and Jessica both ran for
Green School offices in the Student government, Jason for President, Jes-
sica for Sergeant-at-Arms. Both survived 6-person primaries to make the
2-person final elections. Jessica won, while Jason lost to a very popular
fellow classmate, Jason was the out-going Student body treasurer, which
just goes to show that maybe the anti-incumbancy mood permeated even
the grade school elections. Jason was consoled by the fact that on the
game day the results were announced, both he and Jessica were named
Green School ALL-Stars for excellence in P.B. and athletics in their
respective classes. It was Jason's second and Jessica's third All-Star
honor"

POBTRY/ART
Last month we printed a poem by Jessica, and promised to print the il-
lustrations, which are as shown below,

Q

At the Becch

By Je3sieq

" RFNL0203
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If I had an opportunity to have my own T.V. show I would like to
make it for an audience of children my age. In my show I would
be on safari in Africa in my own custom made 4/4 Jeep. In my Jeep
I would have millions of dollars worth of high tech computers,
electronics and video equipment. These computers will not only
drive the jeep but operate the cameras too. This Jeep would make
it so I would not need anyone to help me so I could keep all the
money for myself. A1l my shows would be about endangered animals
and their life cycle. I would like to show the viewers on the
program what the endangered animals are, and why they are going
to become extinct if we keep hunting and killing them. Each show
would be one hour long. My show would be on channel 10. Out of
all the money I make I would like to give some to the animals so
that they could have homes in a 100 acre reserve.

THE END
BY CURTIS HARTMAN
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« ' Adresse Télégraphique : MERICA - Constantinople

&

'H. N. MERICA"
2. 0e .

I

Gone M8 c 5. Eoimion ,‘

“yvoir.

: -
GALATA, TAPTAS HAN No. 6=10 & 21=25

Péra 1852

Téléphone ; {
Stamboul 1428

Stamboul, Handan Han, 1, 2, 2bis 3, 8, 13 & 16

8 Novembre 1920.

£
* 8

Monsieur Jean MERICA ’ : 4

g Vienne

<

: Mon cher Jean,

J'ail bien regu toutes tes lettres et te confirme ma précéd

du 5 te portant un chique de 650,000 couronnes gque tu dois encais

personnellement.

Depuis,ton départ,tu ne m'as pas envoyé un seul décompte D
voir si tu tiens des écritures d'entrée et sortie,comme c'est ton

Par la lettre incluse que je vous adresse,a toi et & tes a
ciés,tu pourras comprendre combien je te veux du bien et la seule
chose que je te demande en retour,c'est de me prouver que mes eff
dans ce sens iront de pair avec ton mérite. Avant tout,tu dois t
pliquer & 8tre sérieux pour gue tes collaborateurs te jugent comm
tel et que tu n'en sois pas le jouet.—Puis,n'accepte jamais de. de

“nir un fardeau pour les autres,sois en tout économe et honnéte.

Ne te crée pas des ennemis,acquierre 1'amitié de~tout le monde,ma
cherche pas des compagnons de plaisir,car ce sont toujours des ex
teurs et de mauvais conseillers. L'amitié est aujourd'hui une d
rée trds rare,et c'est 1'intérét qui prime dans toutes les relati
par conséquent,lorsque tu verras quelqu'un s'efforcer d'entrer da
fon intimité,réfléchis avant tout au profit qu'il pense en retire
conduis toi en rapport. Le monde est fait de dupeurs et de dupés
vaut mieux toujours se trouver dans le premier campﬁﬁax4542u¢&yda
Avec tes associés,sois cormme un frére,écoute leurs conseils atfen
gqu'ils ont plus d'expérience que toi,ne t'emporte jamais et ne pe
mets pas non plus qu'ils te considirent comme une quantité néglig
ble ; il faut t'imposer 5 eux par ton attention aux affdires et t
application. '

Maintenant gue tu es encore jeune,travaille tant que tu pc
ras,instruis toi commercialement,littérairement,sois curieux de t
tes chose qui peuvent assagir et orner l'esprit.Apprends les lang
étrangdres,elles te serviront toujours ; tu-peux chercher sussi &
savoir le russe,mais ce n'est pas indispensable.

Des 650.000 couronnes que je t'ai envoyées,ainsi que de ce
que tu dois encore avoir,tu paieras mon auto,et tu avanceras a ve
association les frais mnécessaires pour votre installation.Il me =
superflu d'ajouter que tu dois tenir compte de ce gue tu donneras

Aussitdt que vous aurez signé le contrat,tu m'édcriras en me remet
décompte de ce que tu tiens comme disponible afin que je parfasse

capital que je vous promets d'avancer a votre société.



I1 va sans df;g.que tu garderas une cer taine ‘somme pour -tes: fra
et,ixtras g%rsonne sitout en touchant les 800C couronnes que te permet d
prelever votre contrat. _

Chose essentielle,il faut que tu soignes ta santé,car tu es seul

& ce titre,personne ne saurait te bien soigner en cas de maladie ; pas d
hétises avec les femmes,prends 1'amour tomme un besoin d'hygiéne mais n'
en fais jamais une charge dans ta vie.Je B te pardonnerais P28 un colls
pas plus~qu'un dévergondage déraisomné,car ce serait 1& 1'indice qu'il n
a rien a faire-de toi. Tu avais une petite amie & GOrlitz,si tu as la mo
dre dose d'esprit,tu devrais faire le mort pour t'éviter des imprévus do
tu ne pourrais calculer la pgrtée. .

Voila brievement et ¥n extenso les comnseils que je crois devoir
. donner avant que tu n'em®res résolument en collaboration avec tes amis ;

“toi de me prouver que tu as su en faire ton profit_get e tu mérites tou
ce' 'que je pourrais faire pour-toi. e b0 :
Yo (S]

Ton frére,

¥

| SRS SR
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